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There is an old Puritan hymn we grew up singing, perhaps you recall it:

Dare to be a Daniel,

Dare to stand alone;

Dare to have a purpose firm,

Dare to make it known.

In a famous essay just after WWII, George Orwell, in one of his great punch lines, suggested, “To bring this hymn up to date one would have to add a ‘Don’t’ at the beginning of each line.”  He was talking about the utter timidity of modern people, thinkers and doers alike, in relatively safe circumstances, to be quiet about dishonesty. Doesn’t intelligence require truth telling? But then in the first sentence of 1984 Orwell himself, wrote satirically: “It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen.”

Is it not time to pull ourselves from the swamp of political correctness and the lies of advertising and near total bureaucracy that have benighted so many secular, especially academic pundits? Global poverty we are told is the greatest challenge of our time. Many believe investments in education to be an essential part of the solution to this grand challenge.
Over the next two days we are asking you, each of you to engage in critical and constructive evaluation of new solutions. Despite spending $2.3 trillion on development assistance over the past 50 years as William Easterly reminds us in White Man’s Burden Why the West's Efforts to Aid the Rest Have Done So Much Ill and So Little Good,  failure abounds. States Easterly: "In foreign aid, Planners announce good intentions but don't motivate anyone to carry them out; Searchers find things that work and get some reward.... Planners apply global blueprints; Searchers adapt to local conditions. Planners at the top lack knowledge of the bottom; Searchers find out what the reality is at the bottom. Planners never hear whether the planned got what it needed; Searchers find out whether the customer is satisfied."
So we ask: might it be time for philanthropic leaders to lead where others fear to tread. To radically rethink ways forward, not in some new Plan or millennial goals but meerly by utilizing the magic of the market and the well known reward of entrepreneurship?

We have posed just two simple, well fairly radical questions for our summit this year; they are when you think about it really flip sides of the same coin, essentially:

1. Which strategies for innovation in primary education can empower students in impoverished circumstances to transition into wealth creating activity?

and

2. What basic reforms will move schools from public monopolies to competitive enterprises?

We believe that each of you bring their unique set of experiences and vision capital that adds to a collectivize expansion of the current “what works agenda”. Perhaps together and by leveraging our minds and resources we can achieve a new revolution in educational thinking and policy. That’s if we as the prophets of old suggested, well commanded if you read my version, Dare to be Daniels…
Tonight we are indeed fortunate to have as our opening speaker, the person who in humility and diligent research has set this whole thing going. His landmark (and I should add FT award winning) study of private schools serving the poor in low-income countries, Private Education is Good for the Poor broke new ground. 
I remind you that in 1955 Noble Laureate Milton Freidman argued forcefully that school vouchers could be used to pay for tuition at both private and public schools. His idea was that vouchers allowed private schools to compete with the public school monopoly. In the summer of 1977 I myself was involved in a massive piece of research on tuition tax vouchers in America that had the laudy title, Disestablishment a Second Time! This is a long fight with many battles.
Last year our speaker answered Freidmans’ voucher idea at fifty by focusing on the overlap between the original proposal on the role of government in schooling and what is happening in education in developing countries today. As usual he was prescient, wondering how many contemporary development experts appear to view an enhanced role for the private sector (in education) positively. To quote Tooley to Tooley: “It remains to be seen whether the emerging empirical evidence will sway the future of education policy.” We can only be hopeful... 
James Tooley is professor of education policy at the University of Newcastle and director of the E.G. West Centre at that northern English university. He directed the global study of investment opportunities for private education in developing countries for the International Finance Corporation. He has served as a consultant to the World Bank, UN, UNESCO, and Asian Development Bank—but we won’t necessarily hold that against him. He is also the author of Reclaiming Education and coeditor of a curious title, What America Can Learn from School Choice in Other Countries.

Join me in a warm Caribbean welcome for Daniel, I mean, Jim Tooley. 

