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Overview and Background

The ancient classical schools of Athens were conceived to prepare visionary leaders and civic exemplars, thereby creating the liberal arts and classical humanities. As such, the humanities formed the core of education and served a central role in political, economic, ethical, and cultural life.  The modern concept of the humanities developed in the context of debate about the scope and methods of scientific knowledge, and the possibility of a separate, irreducible science of human experience.  The modern division of human and natural sciences is rooted in Descartes’ dualism that divided reality into res extensa, known through natural science, and res cogitans, known through the inner light of consciousness. 

Does this division and its cultural distinctions make sense today?  If not, how do the humanities, the sciences, the arts, and religion reintegrate? What new understandings of reality in science, mathematics, economics, art, religion, philosophy, literature, politics, and history contribute to a positive, integrated humanities vision? What would that vision look like?  How can the arts and humanities overcome being a voice of perpetual victimhood?  Can they provide a vision of a healthy life—a life of human flourishing—to articulate and celebrate?  Is such a life-affirming humanities perspective even possible?  Is it not a reducto ad absurdum to advance a perspective with methods that invalidate human speech, life, and action?  What new conceptual frameworks and generative ideas are emerging that suggest directions for change?  How could these perspectives provide a new foundation for Franklin and Jefferson’s idea of the “pursuit of happiness”—as a right and cornerstone of civil society? What are the intellectual foundations for such human knowledge and well being?  How are the humanities likely to be transformed in coming years?

Thinking practically and strategically about the application of humanities to public life begs the question: What do the humanities contribute positively to the world of life and everyday experience?  Can they articulate a more genuine way of life?  Can they contribute to greater economic and social well-being?  What do markets tell us of interest in the humanities – as evidenced through recent successes?  What is the most savvy way to frame and present the humanities to the many and diverse publics? 

As civil society becomes a transformative template for societies around the globe, what models work and which can be exported?  How do they interface with local cultures?  What issues are raised?  And in the end, what leadership role do public humanities leaders actually and necessarily play in this process?

LEADING THEMES:

“How can the humanities be transformed to contribute more to society?” 

What new understandings of reality in science, mathematics, economics, art, religion, philosophy, literature, politics, and history contribute to a positive, integrated humanities vision? 

What would that vision look like?

“Specifically and practically, how should we apply the humanities to public life?”

“Is (American) “civil society” the new template for social progress around the globe?”
Wednesday, October 20, 2004
Gala Cocktail Dinner and Keynote Address on the Future of the Humanities

Deborah Simon Charitable Trust




Registration at The Aspen Institute

Aspen, Colorado

6:30 pm


Opening Cocktail Dinner




Musical Performance of Cello and Violins


Hefner Lounge
8:00 pm


Welcome and Introductions

Scott T. Massey, President, The Indiana Humanities Council

8:15 pm
“A Letter to My Father on the Future of the Humanities”
Meadows Dining Room




Keynote Speaker:  

David Steiner, Boston University


With introduction by:

Theodore Roosevelt Malloch, President, The Roosevelt Group and Chair of the National Steering Committee
· Thank sponsor for the opening event

· Introduces David Steiner

Thursday, October 21, 2004
7:30 am


Breakfast Buffet—Meadows Restaurant
8:45 am


Welcome and Overview
Paepcke Auditorium

Scott T. Massey, President, Indiana Humanities Council

8:50 am


“New Visions for the Humanities”

Presenter
Bruce Cole, Chairman, National Endowment for the Humanities

9:00 am


“Originating Ideals for NEH and the Future”

Presenter
John Brademas, a founding Architect of the NEH

9:45 am
“Framing the Issue of the Humanities in Modernity” 

Presenter:

David Tracy, Andrew Thomas Greeley and Grace McNichols Greeley Distinguished Service Professor at the University of Chicago
With Introduction by:  


Jamil Zainaldin, Executive Director, Georgia Humanities Council

10:30 - 10:45 am

Refreshment Break

10:45 - Noon
“How Do the Humanities, the Sciences, the Arts, and Religion Reintegrate?”

Paepcke Auditorium




Presenters:





Jean Bethke Elshtain, Professor, University of Chicago





author of The Necessity of Politics and others
Charles Harper, Executive Director and Senior Vice President, The Templeton Foundation





Nicholas Wolterstorff, Professor, Yale Divinity School





author of Art in Action;  Faith and Rationality and others 


With Introduction by:
Margaret Ann Bollmeier, President and CEO, Humanities Washington
12:15—1:30pm 
Lunch in the Meadows Dining Room
1:30—2:30 

“The Power of Civil Society”



Paepcke Auditorium




Luncheon Speaker:  

Stephen L. Carter, William Nelson Cromwell Professor, Yale Law School, author of Civility and others

With Introduction by:   


Marc C. Johnson, Chair of the Board, Federation of State Humanities Councils

Dinner Reservation Sign-up Sheets Available in Auditorium Lobby
2:30 – 3:45 pm
Afternoon Breakout Session (Assigned)

· Emerging Intellectual Frameworks for Human Knowledge and 

Their Effects on The Humanities

Booz Allen and Hamilton Room
· Overcoming the “Perpetual Victimhood” of Modernity




Lauder Room
· New Conceptual Frameworks and Practical Ideas for 

Re-Direction in The Humanities





Stranahan Room
Dinner Reservation Sign-up Sheets Available in Auditorium Lobby

4:15 – 5:00 pm 
“Leadership for 21st Century Networks”
Paepcke Audtitorium
Presenter:


Jim Botkin, Chairman and Coach, InnerCALL and author of Smart Business: The Future of Knowledge Communities and Other Networks and others.
With Introduction by:  


Jim Quay, Executive Director, California Council for the Humanities

6:30 pm
Dinner in Aspen


Dinner conversations at Aspen restaurants and private homes.
Friday, October 22, 2004
7:30 am


Breakfast Buffet—Meadows Dining Room
8:30 - 9:30 am
“The Human Spirit, Economic Growth, and Democratic Change”

Paepcke Auditorium
Presenter:

Michael Novak, George Frederick Jewett Chair, American Enterprise Institute, author of The Spirit of Democratic Capitalism and others

With Introduction by: 

Stanley Romanstein, President and CEO, Minnesota Humanities Commission
9:30 - 10:30 am
“Civil Society as a Global Template for Social Progress” 
Presenters:


Paul Marshall, Senior Fellow, Freedom House  


Paul Gottfried, Elizabethtown College
With Introduction by:  


Ira Perman, Executive Director, Alaska Humanities Forum 
10:30 –10:45 am

Refreshment Break

10:45 - Noon
“Presenting the Humanities to The Greater Public”




Paepcke Auditorium

Presenters:

David Kennard, President, Inca Productions, producer, The Ascent of Man, Cosmos, among others; 
Barbara Croissant, Assistant Director for Administration, Office of the Under Secretary for Art, Smithsonian Institution
Robert Vaughan, President, Virginia Foundation for the Humanities; and President, National Humanities Alliance
With Introduction by:  


Michael Sartisky, Executive Director, Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities.
12:15 – 1:15 pm 
Lunch in the Meadows Dining Room
1:30 pm
“The Structure of Experience as a Foundation for Liberal Knowledge”




Paepcke Auditorium

Presenter:

Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi, Distinguished Professor of Psychology (emeritus), University of Chicago, and author of Flow Theory, Beyond Boredom and Anxiety, and Creativity, among others 

With Introduction by: 

Kristina Valaitis, Executive Director, Illinois Humanities Council
2:30 - 3:30 pm
“Becoming Transformational Leaders: New Leadership Models for the Humanities”
Presenter:

James O’Toole, Professor, University of Southern California





author of Leading Change and The Executives’ Compass and others

With Introduction by:  

Margaret Coval, Executive Director, Colorado Endowment for the Humanities
3:45 – 4:45 pm
“Call to Action: Civil and Humane Society Locally Articulated”
Panel Presentation:

Jim Veninga, Dean, University of Wisconsin




Diane Ravitch, Professor, New York University





author of Making Good Citizens and others
Bruce Thornton, Professor of Classics and Humanities, California State University in Fresno
With Introduction by:  


Esther Mackintosh, President, Federation of State Humanities Councils
4:45 - 5:00 pm
“The Renewal of Visionary Leadership”
Notes from:

James Billington, (invited) Librarian of Congress


As Read by:



David Kennard
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